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Register for Summer Camp—see page 4 

Apparel Orders 
 

We continue to offer on-line apparel ordering. Consolidated orders are placed with 
Inaria on the 1st and 15th of each month, so plan accordingly. 

Outdoor Season Arrives 
 

The weather has finally warmed, the grass is beginning to green, and the outdoor 
season is finally here. Play begins tonight, with our five Under 10 teams getting  
underway, and continues next week with the Under 11, Under 12, Under 13, and 
Under 14 ages groups competing in their initial matches. 
 
We are pleased to add two new fields this year. Two of our Under 10 teams will be 
playing at Parker Field, which will also serve as a training venue for several teams. 
In addition, the Under 14 Kenmore Ambush Girls, and the Kenmore Ambush 
women’s team will play at Coyer Field on the campus of Buffalo State College. All of 
our fields were set up and lined by April 20th so that teams could hold several 
outdoor sessions before beginning league play. 
 
We have lots of activities planned, including the Kenmore Soccer Summer Camp 
noted on page 4, our Advanced Academy on Wednesday evenings for ages 13 and 
above, and “Kenmore Soccer Day” at the FC Buffalo game on May 23rd as noted on 
page 6. 
 
We encourage everyone to take advantage of all of the programs we offer, from 
team training, to our various Academy programs, to our outstanding summer camp, 
to our FC Buffalo partnership. 
 
As the community's largest soccer organization, we remain committed to offering 
our players the best training and program offerings at the minimum costs. 
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It Does Matter How You Play the Game 

by Joel Fish, PhD 
 
It’s hard to have watched the recently completed NCAA Men’s & Women’s Basketball 
Championship games without dreaming about being a star athlete. After all, the athletes 
we have been watching on television during these games have been so athletic, 
coordinated, and talented, who wouldn’t also want to be the recipient of such admiration 
by the millions of fans nationwide watching these games? Also, to see the joy on the 
faces of the winning teams is a feeling that we would all certainly like to experience.  
 
It is easy in these championship moments to get caught up in the glory of winning. 
Having said that, Duke was the only winning team in the NCAA Men’s Basketball Division 
out of 351 schools. On the Women’s side, UConn was the only winning team out of 349 
schools. What does that say about all of the other players and teams that did not win?  
 
In American culture, in the 50s and 60s, I think there was more of an ethic of “It didn’t 
matter whether you win or lose, it was how you played the game.” Whether or not Vince 
Lombardi actually said, “Winning isn’t everything, it’s the only thing”, this has increasingly 
become the ethic in American sport from the 1970s until today. 
 
The problem with this “winning is everything” mentality is found particularly at the youth 
sport level. There are more children ages 6 to 17 dropping out of youth sports than ever 
before. The number one stated reason for this, whether for boys or girls, is because it’s 
not fun anymore. When asked why it’s not fun, most youth sport athletes cite the 
pressure to win.  
 
The most successful youth sport programs are those that reward effort, participation, and 
skill development. All the way through high school, when children are in an athletic 
environment where the learning curve of improvement is emphasized, they are more 
likely to stick with a sport rather than dropping out.  
 
This is not to say that winning should not be a goal of competition, even at the youth 
sports level. It’s that winning should be one of the goals of the competition, not the only 
goal. Success in youth sports should also have as its goals effort, participation, skill 
development, learning how to control ones emotions, sportsmanship, and learning how to 
be a great teammate. 
 
It does matter how you play the game. Watching games like the recently completed 
NCAA Basketball Championships can become a great opportunity to talk with our children 
about trying to be their best, and also that you can still be successful in sports endeavors 
without winning a championship. 

Trivia Question 

(answer on page 7) 

Which two continents do not have their own Soccer Confederation? 

Bonus Question - Which confederation is not representative of a continent? 
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Kenmore Soccer Expands Availability  
of Health Benefits to Pay Fees 

 
Kenmore Soccer is pleased to add the Blue Cross/Blue Shield Wellness Card 
program to our options for the payment of soccer fees. Similar to the 
Independent Health Flexfit and personalBest! Programs, payment is made on-line 
through the Kenmore Soccer web site, by entering the card data as through it 
was a Visa card. 

Kenmore Soccer Women's Teams  
Begin Play on May 18th 

 
Kenmore Soccer will once again have 5 women’s teams participating in the 
Upstate Women’s Soccer League. Play will begin on May18th, with teams 
alternating use of the Ellicott Creek Park soccer field, the full field at Edison 
Elementary School, and Coyer Field at Buffalo State College. 
 
We are pleased to be the only soccer organization in our community that supports 
adult soccer, as it has allowed many of our former players to continue to 
participate in soccer, including some of those who pioneered the sport at 
Kenmore East and Kenmore West when girls’ sports were in their infancy. 
 
If you happen to pass by one of the fields on a Monday night, feel free to stop 
and be a spectator for a while. Or, of you are the parent of one of our younger 
female players, encourage them to come and watch the “older” girls play. 
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2015 Summer Camp Registration is Open 
 

Plans are well underway for our annual Summer Soccer Camp. As in 
past years, the camp will function through the Community Education 
office of the Kenmore-Tonawanda Union Free School District. This year’s 
camp will be held from Monday July 6th through Friday July 10th, from 
9:00am to Noon each day. The camp is open to all players ages 7 
through 13 (born after 7/31/2001 and before 8/1/2008). 
 
We had a record number of campers last year, and we are looking 
forward to this year's session. The camp will be led by Nick DeMarsh, 
the Director of Coaching for Kenmore Soccer and head Women’s Soccer 
Coach at Buffalo State College. The staff will include Prisco Houndanon, 
the Director of the Kenmore Soccer Academy; Brian Knapp, Assistant 
Women’s Coach at Buffalo State College and a former Division 1 player 
at the University of Buffalo; Tom Karanas, Assistant Men’s coach at 
Buffalo State College; and several local college and amateur players. 
 
Registration is now open through the Club website at 
www.kenmoresoccer.com. To register, simply login to your account and 
select Summer Camp after clicking on the “New Programs” link for your 
child. Independent Health Flexfit and personalbest! can be used by 
those with those programs. We have also added the Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield Wellness card program which can be used. Others can pay on-line 
with their credit card, or can mail a check. 
 
Registration can also be done through the Community Education office, 
through the instructions in the Spring/Summer catalog.  
 
Based on last year’s camp, and the growth of our 
programs, we are expecting to have another 
record number of campers. We encourage you to 
register as soon as possible so we can 
adequately plan, and ensure our camp continues 
to be the best in our community. 

http://www.kenmoresoccer.com�
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Parents are killing children’s enjoyment of sport with post-game grillings on their performance, making it more 
likely youngsters will quit. While attention is usually focused on “ugly parents” who yell and scream on the 
sidelines of weekend games, Flinders University research shows the way moms and dads “debrief” with children in 
the car ride home or at the kitchen table can also have damaging effects. 
 
Sport, health and physical activity lecturer Dr. Sam Elliot said many parents believed being “hard task masters” 
and giving critical appraisals was good parenting, and viewed youth sport as a means of teaching important life 
lessons such as how to deal with criticism. 
 
But parents often delivered their post-game feedback without considering their child’s state of mind, especially 
when they had lost or played badly. “They are very passionate about their role because they genuinely believe the 
things they do are intentioned to benefit their child,” Dr. Elliot said. “But the reality is their approach can be very 
inflexible and rigid. They often ignore how the children are feeling after the game or their body language.” 
 
Dr. Elliot interviewed more than 100 parents and junior soccer players from clubs across the state for the study, 
to be published in the journal Sport, Education and Society. The players were 12-13, the age at which dropout 
rates are highest. Dr. Elliot found it was commonplace for parents to record their child’s tallies of possessions, 
goals and tackles, some with iPads and mobile phones, “as a way of initiating post-game discussions”. 
 
Debriefs were usually in the form of a “compliment sandwich”, with critical comments wedged between positive 
ones. 
“All of the parents agreed that debriefing had the potential to upset children, but maintained that it was an 
important part of their holistic development as individuals and young footballers,” Dr. Elliot said. Parents favored 
the drive home for debriefs because it was an easy way to “frame the length of conversations” about their child’s 
performance, but the car proved to be “a highly sensitive or touchy setting” for children. Children viewed 
debriefings more positively after close games, but were more sensitive to criticism after one-sided wins or losses. 
 
Dr. Elliot said parents were not directly driving children out of sport, but detracting from their prime motivators of 
fun and enjoyment, which put kids at risk of quitting. He said debriefs should not be discouraged, but parents 
should tailor them to the situation each week, while more education was needed on the issue within clubs. 
 
Dr. Elliot said best approach for parents would also need to be modified to fit the cultures of different sports — 
some being more competitive than others — and differences in the ways boys and girls responded to debriefs. 
SANFL development and participation manager Ben Hopkins said the study showed the importance of parents 
giving “more conscious thought about what sort of frame of mind the kids are in to receive feedback”. “If a kid 
has come off the field and has had a good time and mom and dad tells them that’s not the impression they had of 
the day, I don’t think that’s very helpful. “For the age group of kids we are talking about, it should be about the 
enjoyment.” 
 
Paul Bastian, who coaches the Modbury Soccer Club U-13 team in which his 12-year-old son Jack plays, said the 
focus should be first and foremost on “teamwork and friendship” rather than winning or individual performance. 
“If you detect, even from a coaching perspective, that a child’s down on confidence, you have to deliver your 
message in a very positive way,” he said. “You encourage the players to play the game to the best of their ability 
and have a good time with their friends. “It’s all about friends at that age and playing with those friends.” 

Parents’ Critical Post-Game Debriefs on Sport 
Puts Kids at Risk of Quitting 

by Tim Willams of the Adelaide Advertiser 

Parents’ Critical Post-Game Debriefs on Sport 
Puts Kids at Risk of Quitting 

by Tim Willams of the Adelaide Advertiser 
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Kenmore Soccer Club 
and 

FC Buffalo 
Continue  

Partnership 
 

Kenmore Soccer Club and FC Buffalo are pleased to continue their partnership for the 2015 season. 
 
FC Buffalo is the highest level of soccer played in the Buffalo area, and is entering its sixth season as a 
member of the National Premier Soccer League. Playing against similar teams from the western Great 
Lakes area, FC Buffalo looks to build on its past successes, including the 2014 season which saw  3 
players from their roster sign professional contracts this off-season, and their initial 1st team all-star. 
In 2013, the club set records for wins (8) and clean sheets (5), while earning FC Buffalo’s first ever 
playoff berth and beating longtime rivals Erie for the first time.  
 
Some of our partnering activities include: 
 

 Season tickets to the 7 FC Buffalo home games are available to Kenmore Soccer Club 
members at a special $30 price. Or you can get a FC Buffalo scarf to hold up at home 
games, which will double as your season ticket, for $50. Individual game tickets are  
available at $5/game.  
 
The FC Buffalo home opener versus Detroit City FC at 7:00pm on Saturday May 23rd will 
be “Kenmore Soccer Day”. Kenmore Soccer Club players will walk onto the field with FC 
Buffalo players during player introductions, will serve as ball boys/girls during the match, 
and will play a halftime game.  
 
Tickets must be ordered through Kenmore Soccer via a link on the landing page on the 
Club web site at www.kenmoresoccer.com. 

 
 In addition, FC Buffalo players will serve as guest instructors at the Kenmore Soccer  

Summer Camp during the week of July 6th at the Hamilton Elementary School field. 
 
We are excited to bring these opportunities to our players and families, and look forward to future  
activities that will help strengthen the ties between youth and professional soccer in our community. 
 
 

http://www.kenmoresoccer.com�
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serving the area's best pizza, 
and supporting our  
youth soccer teams 

   

 

 

 

2375 Elmwood Avenue  
in Kenmore 

Trivia Answer - from page 2 

 
Antarctica (that was too easy), and Australia (which is part of the  

Asian Confederation). 

Bonus Answer—Oceania, which consists of New Zealand and the various Pacific 
island nations. 

 

Submissions Anyone ???????????? 
We want this to be your newsletter. We also want you to be a part of the Club web site. So, 
we are looking for your ongoing input—articles, pictures, match highlights, team and player 

recognition, etc. Each team should consider having a designee that can channel  
information to the Club for inclusion in the newsletter or web site.  

 

Send your submissions to us at voght@msn.com. Pictures are welcome, but should be in a 
jpg or gif format. 

mailto:doc@kenmoresoccer.com�
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Fund Raising 
 

The Kenmore Soccer Club is able to conduct fund-raising, but each activity  
needs to be approved by our Board of Directors. 

 

If your team wants to conduct any fund-raising, just e-mail us at voght@msn.com 
with the details of what you propose, and the eventual use of the funds raised. We will get 

back to you promptly. 

Contacting Us 
 

Web Site — www.kenmoresoccer.com 
E-Mail — voght@msn.com 

 
Telephone — 716-837-1627 

Mail — 57 Greenleaf Avenue, Tonawanda, New York 14150 

Kenmore Soccer Club Goals 
 

      To be the best soccer club in our community 
       To recruit and retain the finest youth soccer coaches in Western New York 
       To continually evaluate and revise our coaching curriculum to insure that all of     
         our players are participating in practice sessions that are challenging, interesting,     
         and fun 
       To encourage our players to develop healthy and responsible goals of their own 

The Kenmore Soccer Club belongs to all of us, and we encourage you to bring your 
contributions and expertise to the club. If you have any suggestions or concerns, please 
speak to your child's coach or contact us directly at your convenience. 

mailto:voght@msn.com�
http://www.kenmoresoccer.com�
mailto:doc@kenmoresoccer.com�
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